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Gardens seem to be in celebration mode with spectacular displays of azaleas, rhododendrons, magnolias, laburnums, 

peonies and such like.  Unfortunately weeds are determined to join the party.  We can be thankful that Covid 

restrictions are now relaxed, with exams proceeding under normal conditions. 

I’ve produced the Newsletter for nearly 2 years, and I’m finding it increasingly difficult to fit it in with my other 

commitments.  I will do the next issue covering July and August, but then I’m leaving it for someone else to take over 

PLEASE and put their own stamp on it.  Much of it comes from our wonderful contributors so the copy just needs 

collating. 

Marilyn 

Birthdays 
Our good wishes go to: 

Tina Pollock who celebrates a significant birthday in 

June. 

 

Sick List 
We have two fractured femurs in our midst and send 

our best wishes to both as they recover. 

Trish Narraway is in the Daffodil Ward at Congleton 

War Memorial Hospital.  She also needed a partial hip 

replacement. 

Blanche Royle is on traction in Birmingham. 

Our prayers and best wishes also go to Margaret and 

Paul Worthington. 

 

Jubilee Celebrations 
Jubilee fever is happening in North Rode as well as 

elsewhere, so we look forward to seeing you at the 

events. 

Tickets are free, but bring your own food and drink, for 

the Wychcraft Big Band on Thurs. 2nd June, 7.00 for 

7.30, in the marquee behind Daintry Hall, with the 

Jubilee Beacon being lit at 9.45. 

Afternoon tea at the Manor House, kindly hosted by 

David and Tina Pollock by invitation only, is on Fri. 3rd 

June. 

All are welcome at our Jubilee Service at 11.15 on Sun. 

5th June in the marquee, to be led by the Revd. Anne 

Freestone, with music by Kevin Price.  It will be 

followed by wine and ‘nibbles’. 

 

Church Clock Progress 

The clock overhaul has been 

completed, and it is back in place 

with the automatic winder and 

regulator, but precise regulation  

will probably take several weeks 

to complete. 

 

Freda Swindells RIP 

Our sympathy goes to Kath Carlisle on the passing of 

her Mother. 

 

North Rode Transport Rally 11-12th June 

This is back once again, in the field accessed from 

Station Road, and we need help for our stall in many 

ways PLEASE! – putting up the marquee the day before, 

baking cakes etc, and manning the stall. For Health and 

Safety reasons we regret we can’t accept food which 

needs to be kept chilled.  If manning the stall you get 

free entry and we have a renowned reputation 

amongst the many exhibitioners and visitors!  We can 

accept cards. Thank you in anticipation - contact Judy 

Howarth on 01260 223488 or Marilyn Ainslie on 01260 

223346. 

 

Coronation Memories 

We didn’t receive any memories, so here are some of 

mine.   

I was in my penultimate year at primary school in 

Surrey at the time, and in addition to the festivities we 

had to practice the Coronation hymns ad infinitum!  

At that age All people that on earth do dwell in 

particular seemed very dreary. 

My father’s civil service job involved him in 

organisation for the Coronation, so we were lucky to 

get seats opposite Buckingham Palace. We had the 

excitement of staying in London the night before, and 

then seeing the whole procession, including the 

Coronation coach, in the rain!  Most memories have 

since faded, but the Queen Salote of Tonga stole 

everyone’s hearts – she was so cheerful. 

In those days all London buildings and trains, espec-

ially steam ones, were far dirtier than they are today.  

Now we should rejoice in the difference and the way 

that clothes stay reasonably clean. 

Marilyn Ainslie 



 

The Rector's Letter – June 

     This year, Sunday 5th June will be a double celebration.  First, as I mentioned in last month’s newsletter, we will be 

celebrating the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, with a special open-air “Songs of Praise” at 11.15am in a marquee, opposite 

St. Michael’s, at the Daintry Hall, with light refreshments afterwards.  Secondly, it will also be the “Birthday of the 

Church”, the Feast of Pentecost (Whitsunday) when the Holy Spirit of God descended upon the disciples, equipping 

them to go out from Jerusalem into the world in order to proclaim the Good News of Jesus Christ and build the church. 

     When I read the Acts of the Apostles - the early history of how the church came into being - one of the things that 

strikes me most is that the original followers of Jesus didn’t need fancy strategies, or anything complicated in order to 

grow Christian communities.  They simply practised what they preached, what they believed, and even many of their 

critics gave them credit for the ways in which they cared for one another and for the weak and vulnerable members 

of society.  They prayed hard and they worked hard, with astonishing results.  Being church is about being ourselves 

and living out our faith in word and deed: that might be supporting each other at turning points in our lives, it might 

be being a listening ear, when people come for the  unconditional acceptance and love they’ll find whether that’s in 

church, or some other occasion.  And, learning from Jesus and his disciples, we know that being church is also about 

prayer: whether that’s praying at home in the way that suits each of us best, and/or Sunday by Sunday in church.   

     A wise retired vicar, hearing that I was about to go on a mission training course, reminded me that in his long 

experience the key to success had usually turned out to be nothing at all complicated and best of all it hadn’t cost 

anything. The key to success, he said, is this: everyone says to a friend or a neighbour, “I’m going to church on Sunday, 

would you like to come with me   and see for yourself?” It’s the “coming with” bit that’s important. Because we are the 

witnesses now, not the first disciples. We are the people tasked with passing on the Good News of Jesus Christ and 

Sunday 5th June gives us a wonderful opportunity to invite a relative, friend or neighbour to “Come and see.” 

Yours ever,  

Colin 

 

 

   

            June Services  

 

 

 

 

 

Rector 

Revd. Colin Wilson   01260 223201 

Warden 

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie     01260 223346 

Secretary   

Mrs Diane Lowe            01260 272576 

Treasurer 

Mrs Lynn Petts    01260 222902 

Newsletter Contacts 

Mrs Marilyn Ainslie  01260 223346 

Ms Kate Bean    01260 272723 

 

http://northrodechurch.org.uk/ 

 

  

June 5th   

Pentecost 

Flowers: 

TBA 

 

11.15 am 

Jubilee 

Service 

in Marquee 

(followed by 

wine) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Readings: 

 

Revd. Anne Freestone 

Sharon Oldfield 

Bernard Lever 

Yvonne Brown 

Marilyn Ainslie 

 

June 12th  

Trinity Sunday 

Flowers: 

Anne Lever 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

The Rector 

Shirley Tudor-Evans 

Anne Lever 

June 19th 

Trinity 1 

Flowers: 

Anne Lever 

11.15 am 

Matins 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Readings: 

Mr Keith Parrott 

Louise Jackson 

David Emmett 

Mary Hobson 

June 26th 

Trinity 2 

Flowers: 

Madge Gilman 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Bishop William 

Bronwen Bebington 

Geoffrey Allen 

July 3rd   

Trinity 3 

Flowers: 

Madge Gilman 

10.00 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Sidesman: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Lynn Petts 

Geoffrey Petts 



 

Marton School News 

Dear  Friends  

We are all becoming very excited as preparations are 

now taking place regarding the Queen’s Jubilee. Our 

school council have planned this special event and we 

will be celebrating this on Wednesday 8th June. I hope 

you are all looking forward to celebrating this very 

special occasion too! 

We are also delighted to be welcoming our new 

Reception children for their transition visits soon and it 

feels good to know we can all do these interactive visits 

once again and involve our families at school. Mrs 

Owen our wonderful EYFS lead has an exciting schedule 

of dates and activities planned and I think children 

joining our school are incredibly lucky to have her as 

their first teacher! 

Children in Year 4 and 5 have been working this term 

on Communion with Rev Arch and it was a pleasure to 

witness their admission to Communion on Sunday 15th 

May at beautiful Marton Church. Mrs Field our Deputy 

and Miss Copestick our RE Lead also joined me and we 

all felt very proud of our children and their families. 

We have also welcomed some Ukrainian families to 

school this term; we feel honoured to be a part of their 

education and lives.  

laskavo prosimo do school marton; mee z 

neterpinnyam chekayemo zustrici z vami! 

We conduct monthly Parent Surgeries and for our next 

one on Friday 1st July @ 9.15am we are delighted to be 

welcoming Dr. Jill Mc Garry a specialist in Sleep 

Hygiene and Psychological Support. Jill is a Consultant 

Clinical Psychologist with nearly 30 years of NHS 

experience in psychological support for people with 

mental health issues. Initially her work within the NHS 

was with brain injury. Her main focus for the last 20 

years has been on Learning Disability & Autism and 

more recently has been extended to incorporate 

perinatal period (mums with babies under two with 

mental health problems). Jill has built up a wealth of 

knowledge and experience and is passionate about the 

benefits of improving people’s sleep. We know many 

parents are having problems with children and sleep 

but we extend this invitation to you all if you would like 

to come along for some information and a chance to 

ask questions. 

With best wishes  

Mrs Nevin Deakin  

Headteacher 

 

 

 

Trek Sahara Challenge raising money for 

East Cheshire Hospice 

Traditional Afternoon Tea 
 

 

Sunday 26th June 2022 

1pm or 3pm 

Shiredale, Quarnford, SK17 0SU  

By Kind Permission of Chris & Julie Candy, 

£12.50  

(£15 with glass of Prosecco) 

Tickets available from: 

Julie Candy 07801 710275 

Flo Bullock 07484 135693 

Chloe Bradley-Boffey 07810 192778 



 

North Rode Parish Council News 

The Parish Council held the annual general meeting at 7.30pm on Thursday 12th May in St Michael’s church. We 

celebrated the great news that the Governance Review has concluded and the amended proposal to keep North Rode 

as a separate parish, was passed at the full Cheshire East Council meeting on 27th April 2022. It will be at least ten years 

to the next review – thank goodness! We have kept the Save Our Parish Banners just in case………. 

We are also pleased that the four 7.5t signs that we were pushing to get Cheshire East Highways to replace, are now 

in place. The police can now enforce this weight restriction on these roads. 

We are planning to plant seven cherry trees (one for each decade of the Queen’s reign) around the village to add to 

the already planned celebrations. I hope you will be able to enjoy the Jubilee weekend and can join in the village 

celebrations. 

Janet Hughes, Chair of North Rode Parish Council 

 

North Rode WI Notes from Pam Robinson, Secretary 

President Bronwen Bebington opened the May Meeting North Rode WI It was a Resolution and a Games 

Evening.  

Several apologies were read out. Thanks were given to Diane Lowe for the Table  Flowers, Sandie White for the Raffle 

and Teas, and Bronwen for Cakes and Biscuits. There was no Competition or Vote of Thanks this month. Cheshire News 

had come with adverts for the Royal Cheshire Show June 21st and June 22nd. The Poem from the late W.I. Member 

Jean Moreton was also included. Flowers had been presented to Jean Harding on her Retirement from Cheshire 

Federation Chairman . Denman College had been sold recently for 8 and a half million pounds but loans etc will be 

deducted from that figure. 

We had received an Invitation from Eaton WI on Thursday 26th May to hear a Talk from Anthony Norman from 

Conquest Nurseries about Plants for Bees Butterflies etc also Plants will be for Sale  Some of our Members will be 

going.  Our Coffee Morning took place on Thursday 12th May at Gawsworth Methodist Church Hall and it was a very 

successful morning Again nice to meet up with other members plus the visitors who usually attend the Coffee 

Mornings  

The Resolution was discussed at length and our vote sent to our Delegate Dorothy Waite from Eaton WI. 

A Beetle Drive followed, plus refreshments and two prizes for the most points and the least points were given out. At 

our  next Meeting on Tuesday 14th June we will welcome Nantwich Voices Ladies  Choir and we have sent out invites 

to 3 WI’s to come and join us. We have asked members and visitors if they wish to dress in red white and blue to 

celebrate HM the Queens Platinum Jubilee although it will be a bit later than the national celebrations. 

Note the Competition will be for Royal Memorabilia and not a Musical Item. Any visitors will be most welcome at our 

Meetings the 2nd Tuesday of the Month 7.30pm Summer Months, 2pm Winter Months, at Eaton Church and 

Community Hall. 

 

Memories of 1972 the 750th Charter Year Celebrations in Congleton  

In 1972 Charter Year HM the Queen and the late Duke of Edinburgh visited Congleton in May  to help celebrate 

Congleton’s Charter Year. My Mother Doris Naden and my Auntie Iris ( Tavernor ) stood in the streets opposite the 

Congleton Chronicle Office to catch a glimpse of the Royal Party. Imagine their amazement when the Queen stopped 

to say hello to both of them. They were both stuck for words but managed to say ‘Nice to see you Ma’am ‘Happy 

memories of that special year’.  Paul and myself were watching the proceedings farther  down in Congleton 

but I was expecting our eldest son Tim in mid June (14th June he was born) and missed lots of the Events which took 

place in 1972 Charter Year which you do forget about until reminded. He was born in Congleton War Memorial 

Hospital and Christened in St Michael’s Church North Rode and of course will be 50 this June. Where does time go ! 

He is now Editor in Chief of the Royal Aeronautical Society in London and produces a Monthly Magazine based 

mainly on Aircraft. 

Many happy memories of 1972 and the Royal visit that year. 

 

Pam and Paul Robinson  

 



Nature Notes by John Lea 

Rabbits! I grew up on a farm that was part of a heavily wooded sporting estate. Woods lay 

alongside almost every field. Before myxomatosis decimated the rabbit population they 

were a serious pest. I tagged after my two older brothers in their efforts to control the 

numbers. Later, in my teenage years through the summer months I walked the Woodside 

fields two nights each week stalking the feeding rabbits. I never kept count of how many 

were killed on that farm, because we used all methods including ferrets, snares and 

dazzling but my favourite was using long nets. On a dark night when the breeze blew away 

from the Woodside we would the sleathily lay about 100 or more yards of netting and then 

walk the surrounding fields to drive them in. 

In later years I travelled to London quite often. Occasionally sharing the journey home with Veterinary surgeon Michael 

Wright. Of course, we were soon into our joint interest of country sports. Before the war hIs father and some friends 

had the shooting rights on what became my farm, including the woodland and some of the neighbouring land. As a 

teenager he took a great interest in the shoot and in one season he recalled they killed 2000 rabbits. Making a special 

effort to get to that number. Rabbits were not just in the woodland, he described great warrens on the banking fields 

that I have since ploughed without seeing sign of them. 

I tell that story because this week the Woodside field behind our bungalow was mown for silage. A Massive machine 

swept up the grass in a couple of hours, when peace was restored and dusk fell just two Rabbits (and a Fox came) out 

of the wood to inspect the damage. It is not just rabbits that have gone, where are the songbirds? Raptors such as 

crows and magpies are an abundance, but of the small birds that they feed on numbers are declining dramatically. In 

the 1970s, on a dark summer night, driving along Shellow Lane the car windscreen would be coated by insects. I can’t 

say about the rabbits but perhaps the loss of small birds is based on the loss of insects. And we all kill our share of 

those. 

QUIZ 

GUESS THE YEAR THE PHOTOS WERE TAKEN  

 

            

1 2 3 4 

5 

6 7 8 9 

10 



North Rode Sheep Races 
Saturday 3rd September 2022 

Gates open 4pm, 1st race 4.45pm 

Oaklands Farm, North Rode 
By kind permission of Mark & Sue Bullock  

Sheep kindly trained & run by Peter & Rose Brocklehurst 

 

FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 

All proceeds to: 

St. Michael’s Church North Rode, 

Parkinson’s 

UK Sepsis Trust 

East Cheshire Hospice 

OFFERS OF HELP/DONATIONS ARE REQUIRED AS FOLLOWS: 

Grand Draw Raffle Prizes – Shirley Tudor-Evans  shirleytudor@btinternet.com 

Sponsorship £100 – Do you know of any companies who might like to sponsor us? 

northrode@btinternet.com 

Sheep Sales £10 each – Julie Purdham   julie@purdham.com 

Bottle Bola – Brenda Lomas    colleyfarmcottages@gmail.com 

Refreshments Stall – Diane Lowe    lowe463@btinternet.com 

Cake Stall – Julie Shaw     julishaw@hotmail.co.uk 

Plant & Produce Stall – Marilyn Ainslie  marilyn@ainslie.org.uk 

Ticket Sales Adults £7 Children £3 – Sue Bullock  susanbullock@btinternet.com 

(available from mid-June) 


